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l{’f MEMBER Jenderam,
in Selangor — the
village upon which Secu-
rity Forces swooped with-
out warning. to detain all
the inhabitants?  They
currently are beinz
@ sereened to sort out ban-
dit helpers and svmpath-
isers, with gratifving re-
sults. Some people have
stupidly compared it 1o

Lidice.

Lidice _was razed 1o the
ground «1fe®ulh sy inhabitaps
had  'bedit Kitled: Jendefameeas
soon to be razed to e g d,
too- but,its “clean’ Sinhabaints
are to bel resettled. Tis bandit
fifth colmmnisis WITT continte

@ o live & eelative compBaboan
detention leanw e, the
POSsSessl0ns of I are be 4
guarded with care, and held
Secoumtible to 18 Hast cerit

Tiais Columa thinks) thit e

Federation authorities deserve
more kudosenthan, they hieve
had'forSehere) handiugg ot Ndpe
Jenderam question,

But thes small _village. of
sungei |Chaah, ot Tan uitom
LADTEY intJohore ! 'is'4° different

e

kettle «of, =fish. Unless . -t}
authorities . can produce. _some
convincing justification, ey
N lank like dronning a sizeable



ovaid in the field ofomorile at
Chaal.

For the village is threatened
with part" "o thes treatmment
Jenderam sorrvichly ‘earneéd, 'but
for an entirely different rea-
Son.,

Consider:” Chaah "les along
bhoil"“sides of AHe““Labis 1o
Yungpeng road. and tots-up to
about 150 shop-houses. 1 his
me:ans a population of around
1.000, This Column supposes.
"Ehervillage sprawls,, apbit—
there,. was o veason why it
shouldn't, before terrorism
came.

The: sprawl isn't o ternibly
great, and anyvway, Chaah has
lived and {raded that way for
about” 25 years.

Itevis “loyal .and Vreasonably
public-spirited: it organised its
own Auxiliary Police in M:rch
1949, and it has a Home Guard
force creditable for the size of
the -place.

Some while ago—long before
the Emergency -— the powers

that be deptded o, add EipRdac
station o the ameiiesSsaiehals
upright and thriving village.
After due p:'«u':'.»'.l:;..'i-vin. this
thewndid., But fornsisme npon-
detable sreldson @haws) badlt Nibe
police post outside the village,

a distante “Go)the road N0
doubt tHis“Suited "thé “ptilice
and the villagers. who i nor-

malntimes woudd chpthpeeniov
muiualllf@dyantages, 1rdi yiEs
an arrangement.

CamesthecrEmergency.sk'ponth
and etsserather alogt Paaiice
station continued' to get =long
quite happily and efhicign'lv
Adequite, protecyorPnfogr serr -
Fisterg) ek ¢ L aw e preovigad by
their own _forces,sthe villagers
felt. plus patrols, “trom™" tatir
detached?” But uguite CHEREAN,
police neighbours

Ehenedme March, 1T
middle | of Jast tuonth. A& ile-
setilement Officer arrived at
Chaah andodrgpped asbhimser
bombsheld ndhan "any pthe. tawsn-
dits could devise.

The authorities had degcided
giftchChaah musSPh Pee jhriucht
fnder proteetion NeFhes police
station must, be closer, so fhat
tuiined help could  be” mire
readily SaviTfiblel intthe“evont
of trouble The village and
palice station myst beteénced
. for greater securily and,the
better control of moverment.

Fair enoagh, BUT: instewbhof
the poliee rstation beingsmevead
into the village, the 150-house
village must move to the police



station!

The wvillagersCréreived
cial notice. to dismuntle
holuses, and re-build their com-

munity on a site wilthm the
shadow of the police stati
r yr v v v
JUSTICL
Consternation and aliarm
swept over the  placid Tife of
Chaah. The “willagers“fited

months of work and a hieh
cost . if .the originad  plan’ v as
pushed through.

Thev have appealed to the

authoritesrde reconsider:porto
move the. police station instcad
of the wvillage. They have

offered to_ re-build the police
station  themselves.Pon  a  suit
ablevnew site. Theysare will-
ing to fence the area to me->t
security “'requirements. Phe
local "branch- of the MCrA:=is
fichting their case, und the
final decision of the authorities
is awaited.

To" "be fair to the authoritias,
it'may be 1hat some deep 4.c-
tical consideration makes it _es-
sential for the 150 houses 1o
move 1o the police station. If
thisds the case, nobady on the
spot knows  rabeout. it, or cun
understand it.

It is anPaxiom of la®mn Rbmt
not only-must justice be-dene,
but it must also appear to be
done—which is a fine but wvery
important distine{iof.

The)' authorities= Nagould o
vell to bear this.in mind, jin
a slightly different sense: not
only must their actions bhe
rational, but they must also
appear to be rational.

This Column suggests that
Chaah's .proposed move be re-
considered: ~and if somebody
has taken a_ sillv decision, re-
voke it without hesitation and
move the police station.
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