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Batu Hampar
HEN the Federation Gov-
ernment wipe@t the Secl-
angor village of Jenderam
j | off the map on Feb. 15, there
were shocked comments in
Great Britain, if not in' Mal-
aya itself. And indeed it was
a drastic thing to do. The
.| whole village wus razed to
i | the ground, and the entire
population of 1660 men,
women and children shiited
to a detenlion eamp,

But by chance this week,
Imong some Press cuttings of
mine, I came acrcss one from
the Straits Times of the ir-
mediate post-liberation period
which provided Very  re-
markable contrast with Jen-
deram. ‘This cutting was a
report of the trial of three
collaborators = at Seremban,
and the evidence given show-
ed that the Japanese bayon-
etted in cold blood an entire
Chinese community of thirty
nien, women and children
iving in a timber kongsi at
4 remote spot in the jungle
near Kamoong Batn Hampar,
At the 17th. mile on the road
from S2remban to Tampin.

- » -
PERMIT me to recali the evid-
ence of one eye-witness

Chong Pen stated that on the
morning of March 5, 1942, he was
in s house searching for doc::-
menis such as China Rolief Fund
receipts, photographs of General
Chiang Kai-shek. and the forrer




s Prince of Wales.

Witness heard his nephew shout-
Ing to him to run. He ran out and
hid. From his hidling place he
saw the three accuced leading «
Darty of Japanese soldiers to ihe
kongsi.

The soldiers surrounded the
place while the three accused steod
in front of his house and called
the inmates. The second accused
blindfolded some chi'dren  while
the third accused did likewise 10
Choong Wah.

Continuing his evidenee, Chon
Pen said that he saw about thirt
Chinese taken to a spot where |i¢
allez:d the three accused ges i-
culated to the Japanese to bavo et
the Chinese,

Further allegations were that
@ Qe saw the three accuzed eclap their

-

hards after the soldiers had com-
pleted their bayone ting. Bel
upset at what he had sesn, he fell
unconscious.

- * -

AT least Jenderam was des-

troyed without harming a
hair of anybody’s head, and
the people were allowed to
take their rsonal belong-
ings with them. while pro-
perty that could not be taken
into the camp was auctioned
and the money ecarefully
handed back to the owners:
and of those who are in the
Kluang eamp now, most will
be freed and re-settled else-
where as soon as places can
be found for them. After all,
there is a pood deral to be said
for the British way of doing
things. ]
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